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As you read this second issue of Trinity Commons, I want you to 
know how much love, dedication, and devotion went into it from 
each of the contributors. More than just writers and editors (though 
they are great writers and editors), the Trinity Commons cadre 
is passionate about this magazine, this parish, and the Episcopal 
tradition. It is a joy to work alongside them as we tell our stories, 
and by association, God’s story at Trinity. So know that the deep 
storytelling you read in this issue comes from many hours from 
some dedicated souls with real gifts. 

By now, you probably have a bit of a feel for what kind of stories 
we’re telling. Perhaps you are sitting there wondering, “I would love 
to read a story about this ministry or that outreach partnership” or 
“I’ve always been curious as to why we do this in worship or that during Holy Week.”  We’d 
like to know. Or maybe, you have a gift for writing and editing and you think this is a way 
you could use your gifts to glorify God. We’d like to know that, too!

We are two issues into this experiment, and more than anything, I hope you hear God 
speaking to you through this issue and I hope you feel the love of this parish as you read 
about what God is up to within these walls and beyond. 

With gratitude,

David
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Through the Red Door
Learning to see from a new point of view

Continued next page

by Rebecca B. Work

Snow was peppering down in 
south Asheville and beginning 

to stick as I made a last-minute 
grocery run. In the store, I 
encountered a homeless couple. 
They needed a cup of water for his 
friend and then took refuge from 
the weather in the small café. They 
had just had breakfast at a church 
nearby, he said. When I told him 
the Church of the Advocate also 
offered breakfast, they looked 
puzzled. When I told him the 
location—60 Church Street, 
downtown Asheville—the man 
brightened and said, “Oh, you 
mean The Red Door!” 
What many Trinitarians know 
as the Church of the Advocate 
is known to the homeless, 

marginalized and underserved in 
our community as simply The Red 
Door. It’s named after the red door 
on Church Street, which leads 
directly into Trinity’s Undercroft 
where every Sunday and Tuesday 
that area is transformed into 
a ministry for and with those 
experiencing poverty in the 
Asheville area.

As a volunteer with The Red 
Door, I quickly became aware 
that ministry doesn’t always 
happen in expected ways at The 
Red Door, and being a part of 
this community changes your 
perspective on many things. I 
receive so much more than I 
give and learn new lessons. I’m 
not alone in this; it’s a common 
refrain from many involved in 
this community, even long-time 

leaders.

“When I stopped walking through 
the door with ‘helping’ on my 
mind, the whole experience of 
Church of the Advocate/The Red 
Door changed for me. I began to 
see everyone as a child of God,” 
said Rhonda Candler Kilby, 
program director since 2016. “I 
am not quite sure why I have 
not suffered debilitating mental 
illness, addiction  or homelessness. 
I cannot imagine the chaos and 
loneliness of that life. The Red 
Door is a place of sanctuary and 
hope. We are a community church 
for the well-resourced and those 
who carry everything they own in 
a backpack. This does not seem to 
matter when we gather to worship 
and pray.”
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And taking that initial step into 
The Red Door’s community can 
be unnerving at first, explained 
Hank Methvin, a Trinity member 
who leads an informal art space 
before worship at The Red Door.
“Somehow, simply visiting 
downstairs is both an easy and 
very difficult step to take,” he 
said. “Being with folks at The Red 
Door reminds me of my long-
held habits of fearing or ignoring 
things I don’t understand. While 
we sit together at the Art Table, we 
draw, doodle and color, my self-
confidence is challenged.”
Though the red door is its most 
distinguishing marker now, the 
Church of the Advocate didn’t 
begin in Trinity’s Undercroft. 
COA (The Red Door) began in 
1997 on the streets of downtown 
Asheville as a diocesan ministry 
to the city’s homeless population. 
While remaining under the 
auspices of the diocese, it was 
moved to Trinity’s Undercroft the 
following year. Offerings from 
various parishes, donations, grants 
and residents of Deerfield help 
support the mission. An annual 
fundraiser is held each fall with a 
Silent Auction. 
In the past few years, ministry at 
The Red Door has both deepened 
and expanded to include regular, 
on-site mental health counseling; 
a shoe closet; and Good Works 
Crews for both men and women 
to help establish employment and 
work history.
And even though it didn’t begin 
with the red door to Trinity’s 
Undercroft, its association with 
that entryway among those 
experiencing homelessness is 
fitting nevertheless. Custom has 
it, the significance of the red door 
dates back to eleventh-century 
England. Having a red door was 
a way of marking a church as a 
sanctuary, a place of refuge and 
more. Today many Episcopal 

churches proclaim, with their 
red doors, their church is a place 
of refuge and safety as well as 
emotional and spiritual healing. 
The mission of The Red Door is 
that and much more.
“People come for a variety of 
reasons, some for help, some for 
worship, some for peace, some for 
friendship and community,” said 
Brother John, a Franciscan friar in 
the Episcopal Church who serves 
at The Red Door. “In many ways, 
I view the Church of the Advocate 
as a bright shining light. Since 
light is made up of a spectrum of 
colors, then we are that spectrum.”
If you want to volunteer at The 
Red Door, contact Rhonda at 
rhonda@advocatechurchasheville.
org. You are also welcome to join 
in worship and fellowship on 
Sundays from 12:00 pm to 3:30 
pm and Tuesdays from 9:30 am to 
3:00 pm.

At a glance:
volunteer opportunities 

 = drive the brand new Church 
of the Advocate van.

 = mentor the women’s Work 
Crew. 

 = support the women’s Work 
Crew full or half-day.

 = volunteer on Tuesdays.

 = work in the Health and 
Wellness area; first-aid back-
ground necessary.

 = donate clothes, shoes, and 
other items as outlined in 
the Sole Mate Shoe Closet. 

 = donate money.
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Ministry at The 
Red Door/COA: 

 = On-site Mental Health Counsel-
ing: This is a free on-site coun-
seling service with assistance 
from All Souls Counseling. It is 
available on Tuesdays. 

 = Sole Mate Shoe Closet: Offering 
men and women’s new and 
gently worn shoes, as well 
as clothing, seasonal coats, 
sleeping bags, personal hygiene 
items, backpacks and more. 

 = Sanctuary Time: A quiet time 
before the 1:30 Sunday worship 
where one can engage in art, 
socialize or choose to “just be.”

 = Health and Wellness: First aid is 
provided and referrals made for 
major medical problems. 

 = Good Works Crews: There are 
specific criteria for eligibility. 
This is for those seeking hous-
ing, or the newly housed; those 
who are actively involved in 
mental health counseling and 
want to develop/establish a 
work history. Crews are usually 
4 to 6 individuals who are given 
assistance in opening bank 
accounts as well as obtaining 
picture IDs. It offers a way to 
earn a day wage. Until this year, 
Work Crews have consisted of 
men only. A recent grant from 
Human Heart and Hope has 
made Work Crews of women a 
reality!

 = Worshipping and Breaking 
Bread Together: Sunday wor-
ship starts at 1:30, followed 
by lunch. Tuesdays include a 
prayer circle, fellowship and 
breakfast.

 = Art: Sundays at 12 noon, the 
Art Table is open to everyone 
to draw, doodle, color and 
converse, as desired. This is the 
brainchild of Trinitarian Hank 
Methvin. 

The Rev. Sarah 
Wood has been 
named the new 
Vicar at the Church 
of the Advocate 
(COA), opening 
the next and 
exciting chapter of 
this vital ministry 
in downtown 
Asheville.

Sarah’s appointment 
comes with the 
expectation of 
strengthened and 
deeper partnership between 
COA and Trinity. While COA 
remains solely a ministry of the 
diocese under the authority of 
bishop, Scott, as rector of Trinity, 
will now serve on the Board of 
Advisors for COA and have a 
supervisory role as delegated by 
the bishop. Additionally, Sarah 
will also be present at Trinity on 
a limited basis, attending staff 
meetings and occasionally serving 
in worship and on our preaching 
rotation. This new opportunity 
for partnership and deeper 
engagement is invigorating so that 
together we may do the work of 
Christ. 

Sarah Wood’s vocational journey 
has called her to service in the life 
of church, school, and hospital. 
She attended The College of 
William and Mary where she 
earned a Bachelor of Arts with a 
dual concentration in Education 
and English Literature.  After 
studies at Virginia Theological 
Seminary, Sarah was ordained to 
the priesthood in May 2005. 

Sarah spent her 
first three years in 
ordained ministry 
as a teacher, coach, 
dorm parent, 
and chaplain at 
Christchurch 
School in Tidewater, 
Virginia. She then 
served a four-year 
term as chaplain 
at Holy Innocents’ 
Episcopal School in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 
It was there she 
was an active priest 

with an Episcopal and spiritual 
community for the homeless called 
Church of the Common Ground.  
Sarah has spent the better part of 
her vocational days in theological 
instruction, liturgical design, 
community engagement, and 
spiritual formation.

From 2011-2014, Sarah served at 
Grace Church in New York City 
as Assistant Rector and at Grace 
Church School as chaplain. In 
2014, Sarah moved to Asheville 
with her husband, Kirk Duncan, 
who serves as Head of School at 
Carolina Day School. In 2017, 
Sarah completed the two-year 
certification in Spiritual Direction 
at The Haden Institute in Flat 
Rock, NC.  

Since 2015, Sarah has served as 
hospital Chaplain with Mission 
Health. Sarah is honored to be 
called Vicar at Church of the 
Advocate, a shared ministry of 
the Diocese of Western North 
Carolina and Trinity Episcopal 
Church in downtown Asheville.

New Vicar named 
for Church of  
the Advocate
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by Erwin Gunnells

When the children pour 
into church on Sunday 

I believe that most of us feel a 
lift of spirit, a lightening of the 
atmosphere. I also feel gratitude 
and hope. After decades when that 
deluge was just a trickle, and after 
dire reports of the irrelevance and 
decline of Christian education, the 
sight of all those light-up sneakers 
is delightful.

Many of us suffered through 
boring Sunday School classes, 
going around the room taking 
turns reading a boring paragraph 
from a boring lesson book. 

Other classes were better, with 
gifted storytellers or inspiring 
lecturers. No matter what our 

experience, the odds are good 
that we are active in church today 
partly because we participated. 
Something about sitting in 
the classroom (or, as I was 
told recently by a middle-aged 
former student, sneaking out of 
the classroom) made a lifelong 
impression.

Our wonderful Sunday School 
uses the Godly Play Curriculum. 
Based on Montessori principles, it 
is used in classrooms from Quaker 
meetinghouses to Salvation Army 
Citadels in countries all over the 
world.

The Godly Play Foundation 
website explains that: 

“Children have an innate sense of 
the presence of God. The Godly 

Play approach helps them to 
explore their faith through story, 
to gain religious language and to 
enhance their spiritual experience 
though wonder and play.”
In practice, classes are highly 
structured and involve two 
teachers who follow specific steps 
as children are greeted; told a 
story or parable using physical 
objects (think Noah’s Ark); 
answer “wondering” open-ended 
questions; provided craft or other 
activities to respond creatively 
to the story; prepare and share 
a “feast” (crackers and water); 
say goodbye and leave. After 
this rather intense regimen, our 
children go to Children’s Hour for 
a snack and then a brief service 
in the Redwood Chapel before 

Children at Play,
Children at Work
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At a Glance:
Upcoming Events for 

Children
April 14 - Palm Sunday Walk  9:30 
- Tuton Hall

April 21 - Easter - 9am and 11 am 
Children’s Services with Easter 
Egg Hunt at 10:30

April 28 - Club 345  To be announced

May 12 - Four for Families Spring 
Event-TBA

May 19 - Everybody Upstairs 
Sunday- Teacher Recognition

June 2 - Last Sunday of Christian 
Formation before summer

June 9 - Summer programming 
begins “Come Join the Circle”

June 24-27 - MarketPlace VBS

joining their parents 
in church.

The number of children that we 
see is proof that something is 
going right. 
Some 
parents are 
actually 
coming 
to Trinity 
because they 
want their 

children to have the loving 
community and joyful Christian 
education happening downstairs. 
Hooray for those good parents 
and hooray for the folks that make 
it happen.

Our cadre of teachers, trained 
and supported by Beth Chestnut, 
Children’s Ministries Director, 
is dedicated, to say the least. I 
would add that they are vital to 
the future of both the church 
and the children. Whatever the 

curriculum, Christianity is 
“caught, not taught,” as the 

much-quoted truism 
goes. 

Their faith, and their faithfulness, 
transmits to children like germs, 
unseen, to infect them with a 
sense that God loves them, and 
that church is the place where they 
will always be welcome and loved.

The Parable of the Good Shepherd
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In every issue, we take a behind-
the-scenes look at one of our many 
ministries that make worship at 
Trinity so vibrant.
With some 50 participants 
ranging in age from 8 to 18, the 
acolyte ministry is one of Trinity’s 
largest and most active. Each 
Sunday, up to a dozen acolytes 
lead the procession at our 10:45 
a.m. Eucharist and assist the 
clergy in worship. Dressed in crisp 
white linen robes with gloves and 
cinctures, our acolytes serve key, 
visible roles every Sunday carrying 
the processional cross (crucifer), 
the front torches (candles), 
banners, flags, the Gospel Book. 
Last year, we added a traditional 
role called servers, who bring 
cruets, extra wine, and bread to 
the clergy.

While everyone certainly sees 
our acolytes each Sunday in 
these roles, behind-the-scenes 
so much more goes on. In the 
acolyte room, prior to worship, 
our Acolyte Master and Youth 
Minister Debbie Cox organizes, 
assists, and prepares the day’s cadre 
of acolytes. She organizes them 
and ensures the procession is ready 
to enter with dignity during the 
opening hymn. She also manages 
to schedule all of them and run 
acolyte trainings at least twice a 
year, teaching them the liturgical 
names for the varied implements 
used in Holy Communion. 
It’s a lot of work both for her and 
for our acolytes, whose passion 
and dedication for this ministry 
seems to grow every year, as does 
our ranks of those serving as 
acolytes.

So, we decided to ask them their 
take on acolyting. We asked Siena 
Gentry, a junior acolyte (someone 
in elementary or middle school 

and learning the ropes of all 
positions) and Abigail Earley, a 
senior acolyte (someone in high
school who takes on leadership 
roles among their fellow acolytes).

What is the best thing about 
acolyting?

Siena: I get to be a role model 
for younger and older people. 

Abigail: I love getting to be a 
part of the service. It feels 

very sacred, and I like to think 
about how especially in the 
early temples common people, 
and especially women, were 
not allowed near the altar. I 
consider it a privilege to get to 
play the role I have now.

Which job do you like the best/
least? Why?

Siena: I like server the least 
because you do almost nothing. 
Abigail: Best? Front Torch and 

Behind the Scenes: Acolytes
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Crucifer. I find it an honor to 
lead everyone in and carry the 
cross. When I do it, I often 
think of Jesus carrying His 
cross and when the bystander 
helped him to carry it for a 
bit. Torch is fun because you 
have a partner. Least? Server, 
because I find the names of the 
implements confusing! 

What do you think most 
parishioners or non-Episcopalians 
don’t know about acolyting?

Siena: Last-minute changes 
happen often.

Abigail: First, it’s not just a 
Catholic thing. People often 
ask me if I’m Catholic when 
I say I acolyte. Acolytes also 
contribute a lot to the service. 
Before I was an acolyte, I 
honestly didn’t notice how 
much of a role we play in 
Communion and giving honor 
to Christ.

=How do you keep from dozing 
off during the sermon?

Siena: Play with my uniform.

Abigail: I genuinely enjoy 
hearing Scott and David speak. 
It was actually my decision to 
join Trinity for that reason, 
and my family followed my 
decision.

Do you have a favorite Sunday 
or service? Baptism? Easter? 
Christmas? Why?

Siena: I like Christmas most 
because it is memorable, 
involves kids and is spiritually 
moving. 

Abigail: Christmas Eve is my 
favorite service, but I’ve never 
acolyted during it. My favorite 
service to acolyte in so far is 
Baptism. I enjoy leading those 
to be baptized to the font, 
and I enjoy taking part in that 
sacrament.
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by David Henson

As any devotee of the original 
Star Wars trilogy confirm, it 

is impossible to watch just one of 
the three films and get the whole 
story.

It’s fair to say that even though 
there are three distinct films, the 
original Star Wars trilogy tells 
one unified and complete story. 
Indeed, the series creator George 
Lucas envisions them as episodes 
in a three-part serial drama. They 
are dramatic acts in one play. 

Missing even one of the 
installments leaves a huge gaping 
hole in understanding the full arc 
of the narrative, and it robs the 
conclusion of all its emotional 
punch. 

The same can be said of the three 
primary services of Holy Week—
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday 
and the Easter Vigil. Like the 

original Star Wars series, these 
worship services are a trilogy, 
distinct episodes or acts in a three-
part drama telling a single, unified 
story of salvation. 

In fact, Christian tradition bears 
the analogy out; historically, it 
has considered these three services 
in just this way—as a trilogy 
called the Paschal Triduum. 
They are considered one unified 
worship service spanning three 
days with all the emotional highs 
and lows witnessed in all the 
world’s greatest tragedies and 
triumphs in literature and history. 
Attending just one of the episodes 
is worthwhile, to be sure, but as 
with all great stories, missing out 
on one of the “acts” can transform 
the story’s conclusion from an 
exclamation point into a shrug. 

Take Star Wars. You can’t simply 
watch the original installment and 
be done with the series. Though it 

introduces the heroes, the conflict 
and the villain, the fate of the 
galaxy still hangs in the balance, 
and evil still lurks in the shadows. 
Likewise, were you to stop at 
Empire Strikes Back, you might 
get the sense that all hope is lost, 
as our heroes suffer a stunning 
defeat and their group fractures. 
And if you were only to watch 
Return of the Jedi, you would get 
all the joy and celebration of the 
triumph of good-over-evil, but 
it would be a wan light without 
having endured the Stygian murk 
of the entire series.

In the same way, there is 
something to be said for having 
your feet washed on Maundy 
Thursday, being reminded 
of God’s love and model of 
servanthood for us and celebrating 
the institution of the Last Supper 
in the Last Eucharist before 
Easter day. And then, just as we 

The Holy Trilogy
Experience the drama of the Paschal Mystery
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are feeling nourished by this holy 
meal, the Holy Table is stripped 
of everything; the last candle is 
extinguished; and we depart in 
solemn silence, knowing there’s 
more to the story to come. 

Returning on Good Friday, we 
experience the seeming defeat of 
God and the death of our Lord. 
The Empire (the Roman one) 
literally strikes back, executing 
Jesus on a cross. We remember 
how the male disciples fractured 
and dispersed; and it is the only 
day of the liturgical year in which 

we are forbidden from celebrating 
the Eucharist; and if we really give 
ourselves over to the story, we 
leave the church building feeling 
a little fractured, wondering 
and reflecting on the ways in 
which we so often experience the 
hopelessness of Good Friday in a 
world rife with evil.

And finally, early on Sunday 
during the Easter Vigil, we gather 
in that same darkness and we 
kindle the Easter fire, lighting 
up the night with our prayers. 
And with the jangle of bells and 

the eruption of brightness, we 
proclaim the return of our Lord 
from death, resurrected to life.

Over the course of the three-
day drama, this holy trilogy is at 
times chilling and at others gives 
chills. We go from joy and hope 
to sorrow and despair to elation 
and triumph—and everything in 
between. 

And while I love Star Wars, 
probably more than most, for 
my soul, this Holy Week Trilogy, 
the Paschal Triduum, really is the 
greatest story ever told.

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, April 14
 8:00a  Eucharist and Liturgy of the Palms: Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
 8:45a  Nursery opens
 9:00a  Breakfast
 9:30a  Christian Formation
 9:30a Children, youth, and parents Palm Sunday Walk to Pritchard Park)
 10:45a  Eucharist and Liturgy of the Palms: Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
 5:30p  Celtic Eucharist and Blessing of the Palms with music from  Pastyme 

Monday and Tuesday in Holy Week, April 15-16
 5:30p  Holy Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

Wednesday in Holy Week, April 17
 12:15p  Holy Eucharist, Redwood Chapel
 5:30p  Holy Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

Maundy Thursday, April 18
 7:00p  Eucharist and optional foot-washing and stripping of the altar, Nave

Good Friday, April 19
 12:15p  Good Friday Liturgy with the reading of the Passion Gospel
 5:30p  Good Friday Liturgy with the reading of the Passion Gospel

Easter
April 21
  6:00a  Sunrise Easter Vigil with a quartet from the choir, beginning in the Memorial Garden. The 
  quartet will sing music mostly from the Renaissance period. The congregation will sing many 
  of the great hymns of Easter.
 7:30a-10:45a  Champagne Breakfast in Tuton Hall
 8:45a Children’s Hour in the Undercroft*
 9:00a  Full Choral Eucharist with Brass Quartet and Chancel Choir*
 10:30a  Easter Egg Hunt (Chapel Courtyard)*
 10:45a  Children’s Hour for the 11:00 a service begins (meet in Undercroft)*
 11:00a  Full Choral Eucharist with Brass Quartet and Chancel Choir*
 5:30p  No Celtic Eucharist
*Nursery Provided. Parents, note that the Easter egg hunt is in between the 9 and 11 am services, so all children can 
participate!
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One of the mine fields that every 
Christian pastor is confronted with in 

today’s culture is social media. Facebook, 
Instagram, Snapchat, etc., all occupy huge 
spaces in our lives. Here at Trinity we 
are fully engaged with social media as a 
tool to share information about our life 
together and to celebrate the places where 
the grace of God is making a difference in 
our community, where our community is 
making difference in the lives of others and 
where others are making a difference to and 
in us. 

Each day on social media you will see friends 
and friends of friends sharing pictures of 
the meal they are about to consume, the 
mountain they are about to climb, the 
game they are watching with family and not 
uncommonly, the opinion and perspective 
they have about the most recent events of the 
world. I am always amazed at how perfectly 
at ease and passionate some folks
seem to be sharing their most intimate and 
detailed opinions about recent political, social 
and religious happenings on social media for 
the whole world to see. 

Much has been written about the light and 
shadow sides of social media. Basically, social 
media is a mixedbag. 

Much good can come from it, when it is 
used for good. Much hurt and destruction 
can come from it when it is used 

without intention. 
My purpose here 
is to name the 
challenge that 

exists with the use of social media as a 
disciple of Christ and as a priest specifically. 

Social media is ripe for misuse and abuse. 
There is a cloak (falsely perceived though 
it may be) of anonymity of social media. 
People will share not only information but 
also opinions that they would never share at 
a dinner party or even at a family event. This 
perceived cloak of anonymity also allows a 
level of belligerence and demonization of 
others that otherwise you would never hear 
from the same person face to face. 

What is specifically hard as a priest is when 
some who regularly use social media come to 
believe that it is the new public square—if 
it’s not happening on social media then it’s 
not happening is the perspective. Social 
media actually becomes the 
world in which they live 
and breathe. So, when 
an event of national or 
world significance 
takes place they 
expect to see 
the 

Christian Social  
Concern & Social Media

by The Rev. Dr. R. Scott White
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Church’s response on social media. The 
problem with this is that the expectation is 
to see a response immediately! You see there 
is no lag time on social media. The name of 
the game is, “immediately.” If you (person, 
church, priest) are not seen in the social 
media space right away with a response then 
it is assumed that you are aloof—or worse. 
Yet, how many times has it been the case 
that what is immediately reported is not 
exactly what happened? Indeed, so 
very often what is first reported 
does not turn out to be entirely 
accurate, 
sometimes only 
by a degree 
but even more 
frequently by 
many degrees. 

One of the 
principles 
of a 
Christian 
social 
ethic is, 
“do no 
harm.” It’s a 
great principle 
for living as 
one of the 
baptized. When 
a priest makes assumptions 
and public proclamations on 
facts that turn out to be false, this principle 
is compromised and can be damaging not 
only to the priest but also to the community 
she or he leads. 

Take as an example an event that happened 
in Washington, D.C., back in January of this 
year. To this day I still do not know exactly 
what took place. A group of high schoolers 
from Kentucky were in Washington for and 
event and stopped by the Lincoln Memorial 
on their way home. While they were there 
something happened but what happened 
is still unclear. The initial reporting was 
that the students were disrespectful to and 
mocked a Native American man who was 
there peacefully chanting. A number of 
my clergy colleagues immediately posted 

scathing responses on social media. These 
were not general responses about how we are 
called to respect but specific responses that 
named and blamed the students for a whole 
host of sins. Come to find out that what 
happened wasn’t so simple. 

The students claim that others were 
disrespecting the Native American 
gentleman and they were trying to deflect 
and defuse the situation. As I say, to this 
day, even after reading all the reporting, I’m 

still not sure exactly what happened. 
Believe me, I still have 

questions about why 
the students were 

there in 
the first 
place and 
how their 
chaperones 
may not 
have led 
these 
students 
well, and 

whether or 
not they 
are giving 
half truths 

in their 
explanations. 

But in the end, 
I don’t know exactly what 

happened. In today’s world we 
know what is happening halfway around 
the world, often as it is taking place. The 
responses of some of my colleagues to 
this situation, colleagues from different 
denominations, not only added to the 
confusion in a general sense but even 
called out sin where it ought not have been 
placed. Clergy calling out individual sins 
ought to be absolutely sure they have the 
facts straight. We expect no less from our 
ordained leaders. 

The purpose of my writing is simply this: 
First, I do not believe that social media has 
become THE public square, even in our day 
and age. Social media certainly plays a role 
in our lives and there are whole and healthy 
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ways for it to even play a large role 
in one’s life. My words are not 
intended to shame anyone who 
finds joy in engaging with others 
on social media about anything—
food, family, faith and politics. I 
am speaking as your priest about 
one of the challenges we face as 
ordained leaders in our modern 
vocation. Second, you will rarely 
find me giving immediate full 
blown responses to national or 
world events of significance be 
they moments of joy or sorrow 
on social media. If I do it will 
be to post what I have written 
to my parish. My call as a parish 
priest is first to the people that 
I minister to and with. When I 
write a reflection about an event 
it will always be with the people 
of Trinity Church in mind. It 
will not be written in a way just 
to gain the most likes on social 
media. 

My call as a parish priest is to 
understand, celebrate and grieve 
the moments of life with the 
people I have been called to serve 
and then together to challenge 
ourselves and others even outside 
our walls to the call of Christ. 
I understand that there are 
Christian traditions where the 
pastor is more of a Lone Ranger. 
He or she is first a public face and 
that is how ministry is understood. 

Though, personally, I experience 
this as being the case more with 
the clergy Generation X, Y and 
Millennials. What strikes me 
about Martin Luther King, Jr., 
as one example, when you listen 
to his words (most of which are 
in the form of sermons), is that 
first and foremost he is a preacher, 
speaking to and journeying with 
his congregation, and only then 
does he step out into the public. 

Public witness is part of a priest’s 
call in ministry. It is part of 
a Church’s call in following 
Christ. When done without 
understanding, when done 
without being grounded in the 
sacrificial love of Christ, it can 
cause harm and sow distrust. In 
short, please know, if the Spirit 
directs me to respond on social 
media to a national or worldly 
event it will be first as your 
pastor and priest, as one who is 
called to bind us together in our 
confusion and in our sorrows and 
in our joys. It will also be to call 
us at Trinity Church to deeper 
understand of the event in the 
context of our faith in Christ and 
then to challenge us, each other 
and our society to live more fully 
in his way. 

Sometimes folks simply want to 
know what I personally, Scott 
White, think about a topic or a 

situation. If that is the case, then 
ask me. I love nothing more than 
conversation. Also, listen to my 
words from the pulpit and in 
the classroom (you can find our 
Sunday sermons online). Listen 
to the prayers in the liturgy on 
Sundays. The church’s worship 
and moments of gathering are 
in themselves the spaces where 
we lean on one another in times 
of sorrow and joy. These are the 
spaces where we grow more into 
our baptismal promises. Engage 
them in their fullness. 

Believe me, I have opinions and 
perspectives on nearly every single 
situation of life and events going 
on in our world. The church is 
called to be prophetically clear so 
that all may know where we stand 
on any action, event or policy 
that dehumanizes women, men 
and children. And the church is 
called to transform the world. But 
for me, social media is rarely the 
most productive and faithful tool 
for this vital work. For me, social 
media is primarily a means for 
sharing and keeping in touch. 

By Grace,

Scott+

“Much good can come from it,  
when it is used for good.  

Much hurt and destruction can come from it  
when it is used without intention.” 

 — The Rev. Dr. Scott White, Rector
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APR 7 
10:45 a.m.
Confirmation & Bishop Visitation
12:00 noon
Newcomers’ Brunch, Tuton Hall
3:30 p.m.
Becoming Beloved Community, Conference Room
5:30 p.m.
Celtic Service & Bishop Visitation

APR 10 
10:30 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer Group, Conference Room
11:30 a.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel
12:00 noon
Faith in the 828 Lenten Luncheon Series
Guest: Representative from South Slope Association

APR 11 
10:00 a.m.
Second Chapter Book Club, Clark Room

APR 12 
1:00 p.m.
Caregivers’ Group, Youth Area
5:30 p.m.
Stations of the Cross, Church

APR 14 - 21
Holy Week and Easter, see page 11

APR 14
12:00 noon
WNC Young Adults, Picnic, Lake Louise, Weaverville
5:30 p.m.
Celtic Palm Sunday Eucharist with Pastyme

APR 17
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Wednesday Eucharist resumes normal time

APR 21-28
Room in the Inn

APR 22
Offices closed

APR 24
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

APR 28
6:30 p.m.
Cuba Mission Trip Fundraising Dinner

May 1
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

May 5
3:30 p.m.
Becoming Beloved Community, Conference Room

May 12
Youth Sunday
12:00 noon
WNC Young Adults, “Out to Lunch”

May 15
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

May 19
10:45 a.m.
Everybody Upstairs Sunday
Teacher & Acolyte Recognition

May 22
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

May 27
Memorial Day, Offices Closed

Common Calendar
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May 29
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
No Wednesday Eucharist

May 30
12:15 p.m.
Ascension Day Eucharist, Redwood Chapel
(moved from Wednesday)

May 31
7:00 p.m.
Music at Trinity - Pastyme 20th Anniversary Concert

June 2
Last Sunday for Christian Formation
3:30 p.m.
Becoming Beloved Community, Conference Room

June 5
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

June 9: Pentecost Sunday
Baptism Sunday
Summer Schedule Begins

 8:00  Holy Eucharist (no organ during summer)
 9:00  Full Breakfast (Tuton Hall)
 9:00  The Word for Today:  Adult Bible Study 
   (Conference Room)
 9:30  Nursery Open
 9:45  Come Join the Circle for three-year-olds to  
   5th grade (Undercroft)

 10:00  Holy Eucharist with Choir
 5:30  Celtic Eucharist (with soloists and 
   instrumentalists)

June 12
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

June 13
10:00 a.m.
Second Chapter Book Club, Clark Room

June 16: Trinity Sunday
9:00 a.m.
Trinity Connect for newcomers

June 19
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel

June 24-27
Vacation Bible School “Marketplace”

June 26
11:00 a.m.
Contemplative Prayer, Redwood Chapel
12:15 p.m.
Eucharist, Redwood Chapel
6:00 p.m.
An Evening with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry

The Presiding Bishop
returns to Trinity
on June 26


