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Diana Lester and her two sons, owners of a Habitat house in Arden.

As we were putting the final touches on this 
autumn issue of Trinity Commons, I found 
myself unintentionally humming the lyrics to 
the haunting closing tune from the smash hit 
musical Hamilton. 

“Who lives? Who dies? Who tells your story?”

In the span of a few bars, the entire cast 
reminds us that received history can be 
fickle and even unreliable depending on the 
narrator. It puts a question mark at the end 
of a musical about the history of the Found-
ing Fathers. It glances at that old adage that 
history is often told by the victors or, at the 
least, we can hear history through a variety of 
different lenses.

That’s what you’ll read unfolding in this pages 
of Trinity Commons, an unconventional, 
surprising, and undiscovered (until now) look 
at the history of Trinity. 

From our parish’s and diocese’s involvement 
in the struggle for Civil Rights in Asheville 
and for affordable housing through Habitat 
for Humanity to a truly surprising discovery 
during the construction of the new Church 
Street Courtyard. 

And, of course, these can only ever be partial 
stories. We can’t fully plumb the depths of 

our involvement 
with Civil Rights 
nor will we ever 
know the full story 
of who Mr. Edwards 
was. But that doesn’t 
stop us from hon-
oring that history 
and letting what 
we know of those 
stories shape us and 
affect our future. 

How might these 
stories help us see Trinity anew, right down 
to the very hallowed ground we tread each 
Sunday as we enter into this sacred space for 
worship? 

There is history here. And like all history it 
has many voices that ought to be heard. And 
that history helps us chart a path into the 
future, tethered to something solid, even if 
incomplete. 

So let us tell our story. All of it. The good and 
even the bad. Because within all of it is God 
and God’s grace at work. 



3

Desegregating Asheville
Remembering the unsung Civil Rights leadership 

of Trinity and the Diocese of WNC

By Elizabeth Colton, Ph.D.

“George and Jack together 
encouraged the movement 

towards togetherness of races,” our 
own Ernestine Rich Tuton noted in 
our conversation this summer when I 
called her to discuss and share memories 
about the role Trinity Episcopal Church 
and the whole Episcopal Diocese of 
Western North Carolina played in the 
Civil Rights Movement back in the 
1950s and 1960s. We were talking 
about her late husband John Walter 
Tuton, Trinity’s rector from 1947 - 
1976 and George Matthew Henry, 
diocesan bishop from 1948-1976. In 
our conversation in August, Ernestine 
Tuton agreed with me that “both Jack 

and George were leaders ahead in their 
times encouraging civil rights and 
integration.” 

Civil rights history in the United 
States is monumental and vast.  And 
in Asheville and Western North 
Carolina, the story of the Civil Rights 
Movement is likewise great. But, also, 
our own community’s work for civil 
rights has an important history here at 
Trinity and in our diocese. As a child 
and teenager growing up in WNC 
and Asheville in the 1950s and early 
1960s, I and all other EYC (Episcopal 
Young Churchmen) were encouraged by 
our church Trinity and our diocese to 
participate actively as youths along with 
our parents and other adults in the Civil 

Rights Movement in our city and whole 
diocesan church region.

I started to write a short account of this 
history in order to tell others, younger 
and maybe newer to Trinity and our 
WNC diocese about our active role 
in the Civil Rights Movement, but I 
became overwhelmed by the enormity 
of the subject and felt I needed to do 
much more historical research to add 
to and back up my own very strong 
memories of what we did, believed and 
tried to help happen at that time. I 
interviewed some others still living who 
might have remembered from those 
times, but each time I realized I should 
talk to even more and pursue research 
leads.  
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Finally, though, for the moment in 
order to write a relatively brief account 
of this extremely important part of 
our Trinity and whole WNC diocesan 
history, without conducting more 
extensive historic research, I have now 
decided that all I can do as a start now 
is to offer this as a brief introductory 
account from my own small but 
strongly memorable perspective as an 
active participant in my childhood 
and teenage years that took me to 
continuing active involvement in 
college and through the Peace Corps 
and throughout my life. Trinity 
Church’s and the Diocese’s leadership 
and encouragement of me as a young 
person had a profound influence on 
my whole life.  I learned early that 
Episcopal sites, particularly Trinity, St. 
Matthias, the diocesan headquarters, 
and even the Bishop’s own house, served 
as true sanctuaries for many meetings 
across legally segregated lines. Churches 
and church property can be and were 
sanctuaries.  

For example, there was the Bishop’s 
family lore of how Bishop Henry 
brought Martin Luther King, Jr., to 
their house on Macon Avenue in North 
Asheville to give him more sanctuary 
from the pursuing press that had 
discovered he was working to write an 
important speech in the sanctuary of 
the Diocese’s headquarters at the time, 
In-The-Oaks.  The history of In-The-

Oaks as a historic building includes 
a note that King in January 1967 
brought his SCLC leadership, including 
Andrew Young who would go on to 
be an ambassador, here to meet in our 
Diocesan headquarters. But it’s also 
thought that Bishop Henry also hosted 
King and gave him sanctuary on his way 
to Washington, D.C., in August 1963 
before his historic speech at The March 
on Washington.   

For certain, Bishop Henry’s family’s 
house on Macon Avenue became 
known meeting places and sanctuaries 
for community, local and national civil 
rights and church leaders.   Trinity’s 
Betsy Henry Edmonds and her brother 
Matt Henry at Kanuga both recalled 
how their mother, Sprink Henry, 
prepared meals served in their house 
whenever the Bishop had standing 
committee meetings as he early on 
always had African-American committee 
members, but there was no restaurant 
downtown in Asheville that was yet 
integrated before the 1960s.  

Asheville’s own lunch counter sit-ins 
at the downtown Woolworth Store, 
following upon the first ones in 
Greensboro in early 1960, included 
a number of Trinitarians and other 
diocesan members, adults, our 
parents and friends, all encouraged to 
participate by Mr. Tuton and Bishop 
Henry.  As Ernestine recalled last week, 
“Sprink and I were available at the 

five-and-dime (store) to greet anybody 
to encourage them to come sit at the 
counter with us.” 

For us members of Trinity’s EYC, 
which in those days was always actively 
engaged with all the other EYC groups 
throughout the diocese, we were 
encouraged by our own minister and 
other diocesan clergy, our EYC leaders, 
many of our parents, and teachers to 
become ourselves youth civil rights 
leaders. The first meetings for ASCORE 
(Asheville Student Committee on Racial 
Equality, working for integration across 
the segregated city and schools) that 
brought whites in with the original 
black founders were held at In-The-
Oaks and later at both Trinity and St. 
Matthias churches. In these ASCORE 
and also congregational meetings 
at our churches and our diocesan 
headquarters from 1959-1963, we were 
able to meet across the segregated lines 
to become friends and work together 
to bring about integration, to work 
together to open Pack Public Library 
to all, to integrate the schools and the 
restaurants, to remove the segregated 
barriers of drinking fountains, movie 
theaters, busses, athletic facilities, and 
more. Our own Trinity Church and the 
WNC diocese of which we all felt so 
much a part were leaders in encouraging 
all these activities of the civil rights 
movement here in Asheville, WNC, and 
out to the world. 

TRINITY AND THE STORY 
OF RACE IN ASHEVILLE:  

OUR SURPRISING AND COMPLEX 
HISTORY OF RACE & RACIAL HEALING

Sept. 29-Oct. 20, Undercroft
Led by Scott White, Liz Colton

BECOMING BELOVED COMMUNITY
Led by Dennis Fotinos

 Sep  15 - Sep  22
 Nov  3 - Sep 10
 Jan  5 - Jan 12
 Feb  23  - Mar  1
 Mar  29 - Apr  5
 May  31 - Jun  7
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by The Rev. Dr. R. Scott White

For the second time in my 
priesthood I’ve had the experience 

of having a construction worker 
discovered a gravesite on church 
grounds. The first time was when I was 
an Associate Rector at Christ Church 
in Raleigh, NC. The church was 
undergoing a large renovation which 
including digging out the basement of 
the church to make room for a large 
HVAC system. The rumor had always 
been that the first bishop, of North 
Carolina, the Rt. Rev. John Stark 
Ravenscroft, was buried under the altar 
at Christ Church but no one had ever 
found his grave. It was assumed that he 
was buried under the first church on the 
site and then reinterred elsewhere when 
the new church was built. But, one 
afternoon I was sitting at my desk and a 
construction worker came into my office 
with a face a white as a ghost to say that 

they had “found the dead.” I went with 
him, posthaste, and sure enough there 
it was, the tomb of Bishop Ravenscroft. 
It was a brick tomb and inside the good 
bishop’s remains were wrapped in linen 
and tied with a string. 

Well, a few weeks ago I was sitting 
in my office here at Trinity when the 
phone rang. It was Stan Hubbard, who 
is overseeing the renovation of our 
courtyard. While digging the footings 
for our new stairs the construction 
team came across a grave, casket and all. 
Construction quickly came to a halt as 
an investigation ensued. Combing over 
old church and newspaper records we 
quickly became reacquainted with the 
fact that Trinity originally had a large 
cemetery. All three churches on Church 
Street had large cemeteries, in fact. In 
the 1880’s the city of Asheville opened 
up Riverside cemetery in the Montfort 
section of the city and all of the graves 

at each of the churches were “removed” 
to Riverside—all except a few. From 
newspaper records we discovered that in 
1911 a few move graves at Trinity were 
removed to Riverside. 

At this point in the history of Trinity 
the only building that existed was the 
church building itself. Not even the 
building that houses our conference 
room area had yet been built. The 
church and the undercroft were it.

We went to the Vestry minutes from 
1911 and, lo and behold, we found a 
three-page, typewritten note from Mr. 
Haywood Parker to the Vestry of Trinity. 
Apparently, Mr. Parker, a member, 
was charged with improving Trinity’s 
grounds as they prepared to build a new 
church (the one we currently enjoy) 
after fire destroyed the previous church 
in 1910. 
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Here is his report to the Vestry:
Gentlemen,
At your meeting, 1910, I was 
appointed as a committee of one 
for the purpose of having the 
remains of persons then buried 
in Trinity Church yard removed 
so that the church yard might be 
improved and beautified after the 
new church was built. I at once 
made an investigation and at once 
found the following graves in 
Trinity Church yard, - to-wit;

2 Children of W. C. Carmichael
Miss Margaret Carr
Miss Greaton
Wife and 2 children of T. W. 
Patton
Dr. Hardy
Child of Mrs. Frank Waddell
Mrs. Miller, mother of Mrs. 
Waddell
Child of W. B. Gwyn
Mr. Norton
Chas. Dwinette
Mrs. C.A. Moore
_____Freer
G. B. Tennent
Mr. Baterham
Mrs. Coffin
Miss Coffin
J. F. McRee
Mr. Hildebrand
Cordelia West Tennent
2 children of Capt. Chas. 
Pearson
General James G. Martin
Three children of Mr. Sam 
Tennent
Lucilla Hamersley
2 graves, Unknown, no stones.

I was, also, informed that under 
the chancel of the church 
there were buried the remains 
of Judge and Mrs. Bailey.

I was, also, informed that 
just outside of the south 
wall of the church, near 
the eastern edge of the 

southern steps, there was a 
grave of a Mr. Edwards, 
but I could find no trace 
on the surface of this 
grave, nor any person 
who could give me any 

information about Mr. 
Edwards, and as that part 

of the ground was not to be

Handles & adornment
from Mr. Edwards’
coffin.
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disturbed, I made no further effort to 
locate it.
Bingo. 

The grave we found a few weeks ago was 
located just outside of the south wall of 
the church near what would have been 
the Eastern edge of the southern steps as 
they appear in early photos. 

We found the grave of Mr. Edwards. 
Since Mr. Haywood Parker could not 
find any relations of Mr. Edwards in 
1911, we respectfully and reverently 
exhumed the remains of Mr. Edwards, 
portions of the casket, buttons from 
clothing, etc. and wrapped them in a 
linen cloth. 

Those present then gathered for a 
service of reinterment in the Memorial 
Garden. Mr. Edwards must have been 
one of the very earliest burials at Trinity, 
Trinity having been gathered and 
formed in 1849. Perhaps a cemetery 
existed on the property before Trinity’s 
first church was built? 

As for the rest of the graves, Mr. Parker 
removed nearly all of them to what was 
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then called, The Asheville Cemetery. The Waddell graves, 
and that of Mrs. Miller, were removed to Wilmington, 
N.C., at the request of Mr. Charles Waddell. As for Judge 
and Mrs. Bailey, Mr. Parker writes, “In the excavations for 
the new church, the graves of Judge and Mrs. Bailey were 
easily located, and the remains were promptly removed to 
the Asheville Cemetery.”

Mr. Parker left seven graves because he could not locate 

any family members. He sank the stones and they would 
now be located (because he drew a detailed map) under 
what is now the conference room area and we can only 
assume that they too were removed when that building 
was constructed in the 1920s. 

We intend to include a small plaque on our memorial 
garden wall recognizing the reinterment of Mr. Edwards.
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Church of the Advocate 
Calls New Vicar  

Transition Team 
Handles Interim 

The Church of the Advocate has 
called a new vicar, the Rev. Dena 

Whalen. 

COA will be Whalen’s sixth call in her 
27 years of ordained ministry and she 
will begin at the end of October.  She 
comes to Asheville from Wilmington, 
North Carolina, where she served as 
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church for 
six years. Dena and Gary Whalen were 
married in 2015 and now look forward 
to enjoying life together in Asheville 
where Gary has lived for over thirty 
years.

After graduating from Virginia Theolog-
ical Seminary in 1992, Whalen returned 
to Jacksonville, Florida, to serve as asso-
ciate priest and chaplain at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church and Day School
and then as canon at St. John’s Cathe-
dral. Next, Christ Church, Greenville, 
South Carolina, called her to serve as 
senior chaplain at their school and as 
associate in the parish. Before going to
St. Paul’s in Wilmington, she served for 
10 years as rector of Grace-Calvary in 
Clarkesville, Georgia, in the Diocese of 
Atlanta.

While at St. John’s Cathedral in Jack-
sonville, Florida, Dena regularly served 
as celebrant and preacher at St. Mary’s 
Episcopal Church and Outreach, a 
community very similar to Church of 
the Advocate and The Red Door. The 
Holy Eucharist on Sundays was, and 
continues to be, the hub for a ministry 
that springs from the radical hospitality 
of Jesus. Dena was involved with their 
food pantry, tutoring, pastoral care, and 
hosting residential mission groups at St. 
Mary’s.

Dena earned a Doctorate in Ministry 
in 2018 with an emphasis on congrega-
tional development. Her thesis focused 
on the Church’s role with people as they 
age in place and how leaders can work 
together to achieve sustainable change 

in communities.

Dena has two grown children and two 
grandchildren that are her “pride and 
joy!” She enjoys gardening and music. 
She and Gary look forward to creating 
a home together and hiking the local 
trails with their two dogs.  

Whalen follows the Rev. Sarah Wood as 
vicar, after Wood left COA to assume a 
chaplaincy position in New York City. 

A transition team has moved into place 
to ensure full coverage and a smooth 
transition for the Advocate ministry. 

Until Whalen arrives, a clergy team 
consisting of the Revs. Scott White, 
David Henson, Francis King and Peter 
Hawes (among others) will oversee the 
Sunday Eucharist and a whole host of 
volunteers, already fully in place, will 
continue to serve in numerous roles 
including the Sunday meal and the 
Tuesday morning breakfast, Bible study, 
shoe and health and wellness ministries. 

Please keep this ministry in your 

prayers. 

Volunteers are always welcome and you 
can inquire at the Advocate office. Call 
Trinity’s main number (253-9361) and 
ask for the Church of the Advocate. 
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Building a Better Asheville:

by Cassia Imholz 

Home–a simple word, but one that 
often triggers powerful emotions. 

When you hear it, you may see in your 
mind’s eye, awash in the golden glow of 
memory, a childhood home. Or perhaps 
a current dwelling may come to mind, 
filled with carefully chosen furnishings 
and prized possessions–a place of safety, 
comfort, and love to be enjoyed with 
family and friends. Owning a home 
has long been a tenant of the American 
Dream, but for too many that dream is 
out of reach. 

While we are fortunate to live in one 
of the most beautiful areas of the 
country, Buncombe County faces a 
severe shortage of affordable housing, 
and the situation grows worse each year. 
The median home price in Buncombe 
County just reached its highest point 
ever during the second quarter of this 
year.  Rental prices increased 2.7% this 
past June in Buncombe County, and 
our rent prices are the state’s fourth 
most expensive. Three percent–the 
highest percentage of anywhere in the 
United States–of available housing in 
Buncombe County is used for short-
term rentals such as Airbnb.  Finally, 
despite low unemployment and a 
seemingly booming economy, eviction 
rates are increasing, the Buncombe 
County eviction rate rising 6 percent in 

2018 as compared to 2017.

Long before the current situation, a 
group of visionary Trinitarians took note 
of our area’s affordable housing crisis 
and decided to do something about 
it. They forged a partnership between 
Trinity and Asheville Area Habitat for 
Humanity, one that is still going strong 
today. Trinity built two Habitat homes 
alone and one in conjunction with 
our Church Street neighbors, Central 
Methodist and First Presbyterian. Due 
to soaring land prices and the increased 
cost of the home builds, it soon became 
apparent that it was impossible for any 
one church to bear the cost of building 
a Habitat Home, 
and for several 
years in the early 
1990s Trinity’s 
involvement 
with Habitat 
languished. 

In 1994, 
however, 
members 
of Trinity’s 
Outreach 
Committee, 
led by Mary 
Bruce Woody, 
conceived 
the idea of an 
Episcopal House, 

one built by not just one church but all 
the Episcopal churches in the Asheville 
Deanery. Contacts were made, and, after 
nine months of talks and planning, nine 
area Episcopal churches (The Cathedral 
of All Souls, St. James’, St. John’s, St. 
Luke’s, St. Matthias’, St. George’s, 
Church of the Redeemer, Grace 
Church, and Trinity) came together to 
build the first Episcopal House. Since 
1995, Trinity, in partnership with other 
Episcopal churches in the Asheville 
Deanery, has built a Habitat Home 
every other year, 12 in total. 

This year’s Episcopal House is located in 
the Candler area and is part of a Habitat 

Construction Beginning on Episcopal House XIII
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How you can help with 
Episcopal House XII:

Pray – for the new homeowners, the 
volunteers, and the staff of Habitat!

Make a financial contribution!

Volunteer!  Don’t worry if you’ve 
never done any construction work – 
they’ll teach you!  There are plenty of 
opportunities for anyone 16 and up 
and with any and all ability levels.  In 
addition, you are no longer confined 
to working only on the Episcopal 
House – you can jump in and work on 
any of the houses under construction. 

Call the church today or sign up on 
the big board near Tuton Hall to 
learn more about volunteering on 
Episcopal House XIII!

Village. Curry Court is a mix of single 
family homes and townhomes, and 
sits on the site of an abandoned trailer 
park.  Two homes are already completed 
and occupied. The foundation for the 
Episcopal House has been laid, and 
work is slated to begin Aug. 27. 

While most people have heard about 
Habitat for Humanity, not everyone 
knows all the facts about this amazing 
organization. The idea that became 
Habitat for Humanity was conceived 
on Koinonia Farm near Americus, Ga., 
a community founded by farmer and 
Biblical scholar Clarence Jordan. It 
was there that Jordan and Millard and 
Linda Fuller developed the concept of 
partnership housing. The Fullers went 
to the African nation of Zaire, now the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo. 
In three years, they built 120 houses, 
and decided the concept would work 
anywhere in the world. They returned 
to the US and founded Habitat for 
Humanity in 1976. Since then, the 
organization has expanded across the 
US and the world, with affiliates in 
1400 communities across the US and 
70 countries across the globe.    

Habitat is NOT a handout–it’s a 

hand up. Future Habitat homeowners 
are selected locally, with the criteria 
centering on their need for decent 
housing, their ability to repay an 
affordable mortgage and their 
willingness to partner with Habitat 
to build or improve a place they can 
call home. Each future homeowner is 
required to perform 200 to 400 hours 
of sweat equity, which can take many 
forms. Future Habitat homeowners 
also take classes to learn how to manage 
a home or finances, safety and more. 
Habitat homeowners then pay an 
affordable mortgage, averaging $687 per 
month.

Habitat builds new homes that are 
durable and healthy for the lowest 
possible cost. They focus also on energy 
efficiency and other sustainable building 
techniques and materials. In fact, 
Asheville Area Habitat for Humanity is 
the largest builder of green homes in the 
state of NC. Their emphasis on energy 
efficiency means the average homeowner 
pays only $47 a month in energy costs. 
Habitat also repairs and rehabs existing 
homes. Due to the ever-increasing cost 
of each home build, Habitat recently 
began focusing on building townhomes, 

as these dwellings take up less space 
and thus allow even more families to be 
served.
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by the Rev. Dr. R. Scott White

Over the course of the past five years I’ve had a number 
of opportunities to examine my own personal core 

values. One of the exercises that is offered to the clergy who 
attend CREDO, a clergy wellness program I am honored to 
help lead, is examining one’s core values. After going through 
an engaging exercise designed to illicit one’s values, simplicity 
rose to the top of my own list. This realization has shaped 
and transformed a number of aspects of my life. First, I have 
a deeper sense of what possessions of mine are truly import-
ant and which ones are not. I’ve managed to shrink my book 
shelves, my closet, and my attic of things I always believed 
were of special value but in reality were not. “Would my 
children really carry on this item when I am no longer on 
this earth,” is a question I often ask myself when I engage in 
uncluttering my life. I have, by no means, achieved perfection 
here but the practice of merely asking, “is this thing really im-
portant to me,” has shifted my daily outlook to some degree. 

Second, this value has begun to transform how I preach and 
how I teach. My preaching has become more focused on One 
idea or value that the Spirit leads me to from ONE of the 
Sunday readings. Though I was trained by a master preacher, 
in a church where preaching was expected to be 25 minutes 
long, I’ve come to a clearer realization of how powerful it 
is to expose and touch upon one deep aspect of the biblical 
narrative that can become a focus of thought for the whole 
community during the week. Believe it or not, it can often be 
much more challenging to consider one idea from the passage 
and preach for 10 minutes only, than to touch multiple 
topics and preach for 25 minutes. It is as Mr. Rogers said, 

“You know, I feel so strongly that deep and simple is far more 
essential than shallow and complex.” This concern has also 
affected how I teach, helping the conversation focus into that 
most important idea the Holy Spirit is causing to bubble to 
the top for the group. 

Third, I’ve put some energy into prioritizing my work and 
ministry. As you might imagine, many requests come before 
me as the rector of Trinity. I am regularly brought truly amaz-
ing ideas of programs and ministries that could be initiated to 
further our mission to help all people Explore Faith, Embrace 
Community and to Expect and Make a difference. Mostly, 
they really are amazing ideas. I am getting better, though still 
have not achieved perfection, on knowing when I need to say 
no. Or, at the least, no to myself being the one person who 
agrees to make the idea come to life. It’s important for us as 
a community to continually be challenged on the ways the 
Spirit is calling us to new life and it’s vitally important that we 
have clarity on what we can do well and what we cannot. 

All this is to say that during the Fall of this year we will be 
spending some time at Trinity considering what it means to 
live more simply. I know that many of you have stories of 
looking to shape your own lives into a more simple journey. 
We will consider this together.

By Grace,

Scott+
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Asheville native and noted author Lauren 
Winner comes to Trinity in October.

Celebrated author, Episcopal priest, Duke divinity 
professor, and Asheville native, The Rev. Lauren 

Winner will join us at Trinity on Sunday, October 27, 
to share her trademark wit, creativity, and spirituality as 

our preacher at the morning services and guest speaker 
during Adult Forum.

When you think of God, do you envision someone so 
powerful and holy as to be far removed from our every day 
life? What if, though, God isn’t far removed? What if our 
typical images of God, while good, offer us only a glimpse 
of God and limit the scope of our relationship? What if God 
was so intimate and close-up to you that it would be akin to 
going out every day and wearing God? Join Winner as she 
shares with us some of the overlooked images for God in the Bible — images that will surprise, 
delight, challenging, and ultimately draw us nearer to God. Her book on the subject Wearing 
God: Overlooked Biblical Images for God will be available for purchase.

Wearing God: Overlooked Biblical Images for God
October 27 in Tuton Hall

featuring Lauren Winner, author, Duke professor, and Episcopal priest

After successful inaugural year that 
reached several dozen Trinitarians 

and newcomers, the ministry’s leaders 
Clare and Stephen Kerekes are planning 
ahead for lots more opportunities to 
explore faith and embrace community 
in year two. 

While our young adult skews between 
late twenties and mid-thirties, outliers 
on either side of that age spectrum are 
not only welcome but actively encour-
aged. We’ve had retired folks join for 
a few events and we’ve had little ones 
come with their parents. 

A community-building based group, the 
young adult group meets once a month 
after Sunday services and once a month 
on a weekday for ice cream and a brief 
study of a lectionary selection. Young 
Adult Episcopalians from parishes 
around Asheville often join us for our 
Sunday gatherings, too. It’s a great, low-
key time to bring friends, too.

The fall’s events include going to Well-
Played Board Game Cafe on Sunday, 
Sept. 29 after the 10:45 a.m. service, to 
Zillicoah Brewery on Sunday, Oct. 20, 

and to Sky Lanes on Sunday, Nov. 17. 
Join our FB group to keep up-to-date 
on all the happenings: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/trinityfirstdraft/

Trinity’s Young Adult group 
turns one in October! 
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Didn’t catch the sermon on Sunday? 
Perhaps you were out-of-town, had 

to work, or simply fell asleep a couple 
minutes in.

Not to worry. If you didn’t catch the 
sermon, now you can catch up on them 
with Trinity’s podcast, 60Church. Now, 
you can listen to a sermon on your way 
to work, during your work out at the 
gym, or to, ahem, put you to sleep at 
night. Whatever works for you. 

Many of our parishioners live in 
Asheville only part of the years. Others 
travel frequently for work or for travel. 
Some are away at school. Following our 
podcast is one way they can keep in 
touch with their spiritual home. 

In the coming year, we are working 
toward transforming the sermon 
moment from a monologue to a 

dialogue. During the week, 
we’ll have opportunities 
to discuss the sermon, its 
points, and the passage on 
which the message was based 
during our weekly Bible 
studies. 
But it won’t only be 
sermons on the podcast feed. 
Occasionally, guest speakers or 
adult forum series will make an 
appearance there as well. 
You can always listen to our 
sermons on our Web site, under the 
sermons tab. But now, you can listen 
on your favorite podcast app. Simply 
subscribe to our feed on Apple Podcasts, 
Stitcher, Spotify, Google Podcasts, 
Overcast, and more. Just search for 
60Church (no space) and subscribe. You 
can even review us, but if you do, please 

remember your Baptismal vows to 
respect the dignity of every human 
being … even preachers.

Trinity has a podcast! 

Youth ministry at Trinity is active, 
thriving, and comes in many forms, all 
working together to build adult faith 
with our students from 6th to 12th 
grade. We think of them as streams 
that join together, teaching all aspects 
of faith in Christ. Our students are 
formed through acolyting, mission 
trips, retreats, Sunday formation hour, 
EYC, and — new this year — Sixes on 
Sundays. 

This is exciting, new addition to our 
streams of Youth Ministry this year is 
an important one. It’s FOOD. FUN. 
FAITH. All-in-one. We know that the 

year can be busy and attendance every 
Sunday can be almost impossible for 
many of our families. So we are offer-
ing six core gatherings as we deepen 
our youth community and share our 
faith together. These six Sundays, each 
starting at 6 p.m., will combine food 
(dinner together), fun (games and other 

activities), and faith (each Sunday will 
focus on one core aspect of our faith 
as Episcopalians and how it relates to 
students).

So dive in this year with youth ministry 
at Trinity. 

One big way you can help. Cook a sim-
ple (or complicated if you prefer) dinner 
for us on one of the Sixes on Sundays, 
and then pull up a chair and eat. 

Sixes on Sundays will be Sept. 22, 
Oct. 13, Dec. 1, Jan. 26., Feb. 23, and 
March 22, each from 6 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

New Youth Opportunity This Year:
Sixes on Sunday and the Six Streams of Youth Formation at Trinity 

Mark you calendars for Sunday, October 6 for an 
Everybody Upstairs Sunday Beth Chesnut and 
our children sharing the homily at the 10:45 a.m. 
Eucharist through the Godly Play story of "The Ark 
and the Flood" done BIG! These fun and profound 
Sundays are a great way to see the depth of formation 
our children experience each week in Godly Play—and 
to be formed by them ourselves.

Everybody Upstairs on Oct. 6
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For more information regarding choir 
membership, please contact Sharon 
Boone at sharon@trinityasheville.
org or find her at the organ after any 
service.

Children learn how to sing, read 
music, and participate in worship. 
Music plays an important role in 
brain development, plus being a part 
of the choir is a team sport!  Parents, 
please don’t miss this opportunity to 
develop your child’s love for music and 
worship.

Ages 4-2nd grade: Alleluia Choir meets 
Wednesdays from 5-5:30

Grades 3-8: Jubilate Choir meets 
Wednesdays from 5:30-6:15

The Handbell Choir grew last year, 
and will be off to an exciting start 
this Fall. It meets on Mondays from 
5:00-6:00, and is intergenerational.  
We need one more ringer to help us 
with bass clef bells. It would be great 
to have a sub ringer for when we 
have absences. Please contact Sharon 
if you can help.

The Chancel Choir has also grown 
and especially needs altos, tenors and 
basses. Come join this fun group to 
enjoy fellowship and singing. This choir 
meets on Wednesdays from 7:00-8:30. 

Join a choir this Fall! 

The annual Blessing of 
the Animals service will be 
held in the courtyard on 
Sunday, Oct. 6 at 4 p.m. in 
celebration of the Feast Day 
of St. Francis.

The annual Church of the 
Advocate Dinner and 
Auction fundraiser will be 
Oct. 10. 

The Church Street Choir 
Festival will be held at First 
Presbyterian on Oct. 18 at 
7:30 p.m. and will feature 
the choirs of each of the 
three Church Street churches 

performing individually and 
as a group. Come celebrate 
the rich musical offerings of 
the choirs of Trinity, Central 
UMC, and First Presbyterian.

The Four for Families Fall 
Event will be Friday Oct. 18 
from 6-9 p.m., a Barn Dance 
with the Zydeco Ya Ya's at 
Hickory Nut Gap Farm on 
Friday, Oct. 18, from 6-9 
p.m. See Beth Chestnuts for 
details.

On Sunday, Oct. 20 at 
6:30 p.m., the Capital 
Campaign Celebration and 

Thanksgiving in the new 
Church Street courtyard will 
take place with refreshments 
and hors d’ouerves. Come 
celebrate the completion 
of the final project of the 
Campaign for Trinity! 

The second annual Trinity 
Men’s Retreat will be 
Saturday, Oct. 26-27 at Lake 
Logan. 

Our popular All Saints’ 
Oyster Roast returns for 
the second year on Nov. 3 
at 6:30 p.m. It’s $25 per 
person ($10 ages 6-12) and 
is a fundraiser for youth 
ministries. Reservations are 
REQUIRED.

Diocesan 
Convention will 
be held at Trinity 
this year, 
Nov. 8-9. 

Trinity Annual 
Meeting
will be Nov. 17. 

With the changing of the seasons and the turning of the leaves, there will be plenty of 
opportunities to join in and celebrate the ministries that happen at Trinity. 

Autumn events at Trinity abound
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